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KCC 4846 (K-C ^993) 

mean strain of 21.8% at 500g, a mean strain of 40-4% at lOOOg, 
and a mean strain of 47.7% at 1400g. 



Plea se am end page 38, first paragraph, to read as follows : 

The above test results are derived from a diaper 1 wherein 
the absorbent core 3 is affixed to the chassis 2. The above 
test results indicate that as the percent ratio of the surface 
area 35 of the back one-half portion 105 of the absorbent core 
3 to the corresponding surface area 45 of the back one-half 
portion 101 of the stretchable chassis 2 decreases, the 
stretchability of the chassis 2 increases. For example, the 
mean percentage strains'- at 500g, at lOOOg, and at 1400g 
significantly increase when the ratio of the surface area 35 of 
the back one-half portion 105 of the absorbent core 3 to the 
corresponding surface area 45 of the stretchable back one-half 
portion 101 of the chassis 2 is at 16% than when at 29%. 
Accordingly, a reduction in the size of the absorbent core 3 
increases the corresponding surface area 45 in the back one- 
half portion 101 of the stretchable chassis 2 that is 
uninhibited by the attachment points of the absorbent core 3 
allowing enhanced stretchability of the stretchable chassis 2 
therein reducing the cost and complexity of manufacturing the 
diaper 1 of the present invention and improving the appearance, 
fit and leakage containment for the wearer. 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-68 without prejudice to the 
patentability of the claims. 



Please add the following new claims: 
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69. A disposable absorbent article c^prising : 
a liner adapted for contiguous relationship with the 
wearer's body; 

an outer cover in generally opposed relationship with the 
liner, said article having a sj/rface area defined at least in 
part by at least one of ^i^r liner and said outer cover; and 

an absorbent core apposed between the liner and the outer 
cover and having a surface area which is less than or equal to 
about 50% of the surface area of said article. 



A disposable absorbent article as set forth/in claim 
69 wherein said article is a diaper. 



71. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
69, wherein the surface area defined by th^r absorbent core is 
less than or equal to about 40% of the ^urface area of said 
article . 

72 . A disposable absorbent/article as set forth in claim 
69 wherein the surface area defined by the absorbent core is 
less than or equal to about/30% of the surface area of said 
article . 



disposal 



73 . A 
69 wherein the lii 



absorbent article as set forth in claim 
is stretchable in at least one direction. 



74. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
73 wherein tfhe outer cover is stretchable in said at least one 
direction. 
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75. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
69, wherein the liner is stretchable generally laterally off 
said article. / 

76. A disposable absorbent article as set fortm in claim 
75 wherein the liner is stretchable generally longitudinally 
and laterally of said article. / 

77. A disposable absorbent article as /set forth in claim 
75 wherein the liner is extensible generally laterally of said 
article. / 

78. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
75 wherein the liner has ^__w.idth extending laterally of said 
article, said linerQaeing capablef of lateral elongation of 
about 20 percent when the cxr^±y±e is subjected to a laterally 
directed tensile force of about 100 gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) 
of width of said liner. / 

79. A disposable ^absorbent article as set forth in claim 
75 wherein the liner >f as a width extending laterally of said 
article, said liner/oeing capaDie ~>f lateral elongation of 
about 25 percent when tne article is subjected to a laterally 
directed tensile/force of about 100 gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) 
of width of sa/d liner. 

80. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
75 whereiri the liner has a width extending laterally of said 
article^ said liner' oeing capable • f substantially permanent 
elongation laterally of said article whereby the width of said 
linf/r is increased at least about 10 percent when the article 
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is subjected to a laterally directed tensile force of about lOG 
gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) of width of said liner. / 

81. A disposable absorbent article as set forth i/n claim 
75 wherein the liner has a w.iHi-.h extending laterally vof said 
article, said liner(^eing capable, of substantially/permanent 
elongation laterally of said article whereby the/width of said 
liner is increased at least about 20 percent wj^en the article 
is subjected to a laterally directed tensile/force of about 100 
gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) of width of said liner. 

82. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
73 wherein the liner is generally elastic in said at least one 
direction. / 

83. A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
69, wherein the outer cover yis stretchable generally laterally 
of said article. / 

84. A disposable/absorbent article as set forth in claim 
83 wherein the outer /cover has a width extending laterally of 
said article, said youter cover being capable of lateral 
elongation of about 10 percent when the article is subjected to 
a laterally directed tensile force of about 100 gmf per inch 
(per 2.54 cm) /of width of said outer cover. 

85. X disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
83 wherei^n the outer cover has a width extending laterally of 
said article, said outer cover being capable of lateral 
elongation of about 2 0 percent when the article is subjected to 
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5 a laterally directed tensile force of about 100 gmf per incl 
(per 2.54 cm) of width of said outer cover. 



1 



86. A disposable absorbent article as set forth In claim 
83 wherein the outer cover has a width extending laterally of 
said article, said outer cover being capable of laj/eral 
elongation of about 3 0 percent when the article j/fe subjected to 
a laterally directed tensile force of about 100/ gmf per inch 
(per 2.54 cm) of width of said outer cover. 



87. A disposable absorbent article /s set forth in claim 
83 wherein the outer cover has a width $6ctending laterally of 
said article, said outer cover being capable of lateral 
elongation of about 40 percent when yc he article is subjected to 
a laterally directed tensile f orce/of about 100 gmf per inch 
(per 2.54 cm) of width of said oi/ter cover. 



Pf A 



disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
83 wherein the outer cover bias a width extending laterally of 
said article, said outer cover being capable of substantially 
permanent elongation laterally of said article whereby the 
width of said outer coVer is increased at least about 17 
percent when the article is subjected to a laterally directed 
tensile force of abput 100 gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) of width 
of said outer cove^r. 



A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
83 wherein ttie outer cover has a width extending laterally of 
said article, said outer cover being capable of substantially 
permanent/elongation laterally of said article whereby the 
width of/ said outer cover is increased at least about 3 0 
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percent when the article is subjected to a laterally directed 
tensile force of about 100 gmf per inch (per 2.54 cm) of wi$rch 
of said article. 



A disposable absorbent article as set forth /n claim 
83 wherein the outer cover comprises a necked laminatze having 
at least one layer of a non-elastic neckable material and at 
least one layer of a non-elastic film. 



3*. A disposable absorbent article as 
83, wherein the outer cover is elastic. 



2t forth in claim 



j| ^ . A disposable absorbent article' as set forth in claim 
9¥, wherein the outer cover is elastic/at least laterally of 
the article. 

^ A disposable absorbent Article as set forth in :laim 

9-3r wherein the outer cover comprises a polypropylene spunbond 
laminated with styrene-isopren^-styrene-based adhesive. 



&4 . A disposable absorbent article as set forth in claim 
69 wherein the absorbent core is secured to at least one of 
said liner and said outer cover. 



A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal 



axis and a lateral $/kis generally defining longitudinal front 
and back halves of /the article, said article comprising: 

a liner adafa^ed for contiguous relationship with the 
wearer's body,< 

an outer j6over in generally opposed relationship with the 
liner, the b§fck half of the article having a surface defined at 
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least in part by at least one of saLa liner and said outer 
cover; and / 

an absorbent core disposed between the liner and the outer 
cover, at least a portiarfi^zfr said absorbent core extending 
within the back half oD^s^id article, said portion of the 
absorbent core havinga surface area which is less than or 
equal to about 50%^of the surface area of the back half of said 
article. / 

4f . A disposable absorbe^T^rt icle as set forth in claim 
9/T wherein said article is a 
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U ST. A disposable absorbent article as set forth ijar claim 
9^v wherein the surface area defined by said portiop^f the 
absorbent core is less than or equal to about of the 

surface area of the back half of said articl 



t^8 . A disposable absorbent articLe as set forth in claim 
9i5 wherein the surface area defined Jdy said portion of the 
absorbent core is less than or eq>ral to about 3 0% of the 
surface area of the back half gc said article. 




A disposable absorbent article having a longitudinal 
axis and a lateral axis/generally defining longitudinal front 
and back halves of article, said article comprising: 

a liner adapt^ail^f or contiguous relationship with the 
wearer's body; 

an outer >6over in generally opposed relationship with the 
liner, the frront half of said article having a surface area 
defined at/least in part by at least one of the liner and the 
outer cq/er; and 



